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Literary Week March 2020

In preparation for our rich menu of activities for Literary Week this year we have opened a 500 word short story
competition for Year 5 to Year 8. This is similar to the 500 Words annual competition run by the BBC. The entrants
may chose any topic, genre, location, characters or plot. They may illustrate stories if they wish, although this is
not necessary. There will be one winner from each of the age group categories, Upper Key Stage 2 and Lower Key
Stage 3. The prize will be a 500 Baht Kinokuniya or equivalent book token. The first week in March will be Poetry
Week with a colonnade of poetry on the walkway to the canteen. This will include students own work as well as
selected poetry chosen by students and staff in any language taught at St Stephen’s. If parents would like to
contribute they are welcome to send their poems to Dr Alex by Friday 28" February. On Thursday 5™ March we
will celebrate World Book Day. Our fancy dress theme this year is “Fantasy”. Fantasy Fiction can be described as
work the contains places, events or characters that are not realistic, such as magical powers, talking animals or
imaginary lands. Make-believe is what this genre is all about. Well known examples include the Narnia novels by
C.S. Lewis, Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings and of course Harry Potter. We invite you to use half-term to find suitably
fantastic magical costumes for your child to wear to school on that day. As an extra special event this year we are
hosting writing workshops with a British author Mr Terry Morgan. He will work with Year 8 and Year 10 on
descriptive or character developments. Following this he will talk with senior students regarding careers in
business as he was formerly the owner of the largest, privately owned, manufacturing and exporting company in
in Derby, England. Since retirement he has written and published several novels based, many based on insights
gained into human nature through a career that involved travel to countries across Europe, Asia and Northern
Africa. He will be signing copies of his books at the end of the school day if any parents would like a copy you are
welcome to meet him in the library.

IGCSE Examination Season is Coming

Year 11 are working hard towards their IGCSE examinations. Externally sat examinations for our students will take
place between 9 April and 5 June. External IGCSE examinations cannot be moved or taken on another day so it is
essential that students know when their examinations are and ensure that they attend the examination! Each
Year 11 student will have an individual examination timetable issued to them from the Examinations Officer, Mr
Nifty.

Primary

Year 1 and Year 2 have been working so hard in IPC to get a better understanding about how
lucky we are here to have good food and clean water. They looked at photographs of some
children in other parts of the world who have to walk many kilometres to get water - and that
even then, the water is not clean. Some of the words your children offered to describe how they
thought they would feel are: tired, sad, dizzy and angry. What amazing and sensitive children
they are. Year 3 students concluded their 'Footprints from the Past' topic by giving an opinion as
to what caused the dinosaurs to become extinct. They also evaluated their finished dinosaur
mask in this term's design and technology project. This final week of the half term has seen the
Year 4s complete their IPC unit on 'Temples, Tombs and Treasures'. They studied the
mummification process and learnt the importance of canopic jars and the organs which were
placed in them. The children created their own clay jars, trying new art techniques such as using
coils and cross hatching. In mathematics, the focus was on being secure in identifying fractions to
the 10th and 100th. As for English, the class enjoyed planning their fantasy stories using
elements of similes, descriptive language and imagery to hook the reader in the introduction.
Year 5 have been working on making spreadsheets and graphs to record and monitor their test
results. They analysed their graphs to try and pick up trends in speed and accuracy for their times
tables tests, as well as for their mental maths test scores throughout the year thus far. They also
did very well on their problem solving and reasoning questions on Mathletics. The highlight of
the week in Year 6 was our trip to the Bangkok Planetarium and Science Education Centre.
Although not all of the children were able to go, those that did attend had a brilliant time. We
were treated to a Planetarium show in English, which told us all about the stars in our Solar
System, and the Aurora borealis. The children then had lots of time to explore and
experience the other exhibitions in the Science centre. It was a great way to end the half term.

Year 10 Trip to PCS Machine
Group Holdings
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Monday 17th — Saturday 22st Februa

Monday 17th February
Start of new half-term at 07:50

Tuesday 18th February
Y4 IPC Trip to Suvarnabhumi Airport, Bangkok

Wednesday 19th February
Y10 / Y11 Geography Field Trip to Khao Yai National Park

Thursday 20th February
Friday 21st February

Saturday 22nd February
Dorm Trip

The School Office closes on Monday 10
February 2020 (Substitution for Makha
Bucha Day).

We return back to school on Monday 17
February. After school activities will start
straight away as usual.

Students in Year 10 visited P.C.S. Machine Group Holding Public Company Limited, Nakorn-
Ratchasima on Tuesday 4 February 2020. They experienced how robotics are used in the

manufacturing and production line of a large manufacturing company and saw how technology has
affected production methods. They studied the difference between manual line production and
robotics line production. Students stated input, process, and output in the manufacturing process.
They also discussed the advantages and disadvantages of using robotics in manufacturing.

New Half Term

This starts on Monday 17 February at 07:50. Dr Kevin Hylands

Head of Campus
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